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of the world, has entered a whole new stage in its climate: drier seasons are lengthening, pulverization of the soil and omnipresent dust
are becoming normal, pollution and heat are rising, and new killer
diseases are in the offing. Consequently, the quality of life for most
people, already among the lowest in the league at the world table, is
in danger of greater deterioration. Equally dispiriting is the fact that
while the emerging public cost of these advancing calamities are plain
for all to see, leadership that can match these daunting challenges
seems absent in both countries. One small but remarkable item in civic
consciousness and standards of behavior that could be harnessed is
this: when the recent drought gripped the pastoralists of the eastern
regions of Somaliland, their compatriots in the western part offered
succor by inviting them to graze their camels freely on their farms and
land.
The saddest news comes in the announcement of the untimely death
of two Somali scholars: Professor Hussein Adam, commonly known as
Hussein Tanzania, and Dr. Omer Eno. Professor Adam was a colleague
of multiple distinctions. Among these was his uncontested leadership
in Somali Studies. More specifically, he was the primary force behind
the creation of the International Congress of Somali Studies nearly
forty years ago. The next Congress, in his honor and commemoration, will take place in Hargeisa, the capital of Somaliland, in 2018.
Furthermore, up to his last years, he was always the energy behind the
convening and organization of the biannual congresses held in different parts of the world. He strenuously co-edited and saw to it that the
proceedings were published for preservation and wider circulation. A
good specimen of the latter is the large volume Mending Rips in the Sky:
ȱȱȱȱȱȱŘŗȱ¢. But Professor Hussein Adam was also a man of ideas, with a marvelous and productive
intellect. Urbane and multicultural in his upbringing, he earned rare
opportunities to study at two of America’s best academic institutions,
Princeton and Harvard. In his long scholarly life, Professor Adam
taught numerous students and collaborated with colleagues at a variety of colleges and universities around the world. His numerous writings have helped many a junior scholar and continue to inspire new
generations. I, for one, will always remember with fondness when, in
the summer of 1986, he introduced with civilized kindness my brother,
Professor Abdi Ismail Samatar, and I to present one of our earliest joint
articles at the University of Rome, where the congress was being held.
A few select examples of his works include Rethinking the Somali Political Experience and From Tyranny to Anarchy.
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Dr. Omer Eno, though he came to the academic world somewhat
late, will be remembered most essentially for his wakening passion
and intelligence in defense of the long suppressed equal rights of a
very significant and highly productive portion of the Somali people.
A pioneering promoter of the human rights of Jareer Somalis, many
of us were privileged to watch him in action as he courageously and
with poignant bluntness battled ossified and indefensible pretensions
of superiority by offering the larger audience versions of the Jareer’s
deep-shadowed condition — one of pervasive othering, exclusion, and
exploitation. The Somali people need him more at this moment than
ever before, as the mindless but abominable duels over perverted identitarian claims and counter egotistical assertions continue to block the
coming at once of senses communes and the collective ascent of the
steep face of transformative and practical republicanism. For those
of us who want to remember Professor Adam and Dr. Eno and what
they mean to us, then, we may find these lines from the distinguished
American poet, Marianne Moore, worth sharing:
ȱ ȱ ¢ǰȱ ȱ ¢ȱ ȱ ¢ǯȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
on, the energy is retained in the work of art, locked in it and awaiting release if
¢ȱȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱǯ
We say goodbye to our assistant editor, Ms. Betsy Salvatore. She
was a critical colleague in the administrative side of Bildhaan, and we
will forever be grateful for her meticulous supervision of the myriad
details of the production process, overall professionalism, and humane
sensibilities. We wish her success in her new venture. At the same time,
we welcome with enthusiasm Ms. Janessa Cervantes, our new assistant
editor. Ms. Cervantes earned her B.A. degree in Psychology from the
University of Minnesota and is on the way to completing her Master’s
degree. She is also the new coordinator in the Department of International Studies, the official home of Bildhaan. Lastly, we are delighted
to welcome to the international editorial board Dr. Mohamed Aden
Hassan “Kodhadhi.” Already published in this journal (2015), Dr. Hassan is a young sociologist-cum-entrepreneur. A Research Fellow at
the Centre for Urban and Community Research, Goldsmith College,
University of London, he is currently exploring the impact of “Mobile
Money” across the main contours of Somali society. As an upcoming entrepreneur, he is the founder-owner of STAR TV. The channel
is intensely watched by communities in East Africa and around the
world.
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